
IHSLA Seeding Meeting September 30, 2013 

7PM Hillside, IL Best Western 

 

1. New Teams, New Coaches 

Rich Martin welcomed all new teams and coaches to the meeting. New this year is Downers Grove, Forest Park 

Fury, and Providence Catholic High Schools. All will be playing in the B Division. 

2. Conference Alignment 

New teams have been slotted into conferences, see attached document. If any teams believe they are not in the 

proper conference or class, please contact Rich to straighten it out. Changes this year include Lake Zurich 

moving up to A Class as a result of their Lacrosse Cup win. York High School has requested they move to A Class. 

3. Rules – IHSA and NFHS 

NFHS has made some changes to the rules for this year, see attached document. The winter meeting will be a 

rules interpretation meeting with the officiating group representatives explaining the new rules and how they 

will be enforced. The IHSA requires attendance at a rules interpretation meeting. If the IHSA runs the state 

series, they will have their own mandatory rules interpretation meeting. On the other hand, if the IHSA does not 

run the state series, the IHSLA will have the rules interpretation meeting in its place. 

4. 2013 Scheduling Process 

All teams are encouraged to prepare their schedules early. Scheduling guidelines are in the attached document. 

The first contest date is March 17, 2014. Teams are limited to the IHSA allowable 19 contests in a regular season 

schedule.  

5. Conference Representative – Executive Board Member 

Rich Martin urged conferences to designate a conference representative to coordinate scheduling conflicts, 

awards voting meetings, conference decisions about awards, co-op approval and other conference activities. 

Please give the names to Rich Martin as soon as a conference representative has been named.  

6. Dues 

Dues have not been collected since 2009 due to a cash surplus from previous years. However, awards, meeting 

costs, and All-Star uniform costs require the collection of dues this year. The fee will be $150 per program (one 

team) and $50 for each additional team in the program. Dues notices will be forwarded to the head coaches in 

the near future. 

7. IHSA – Emerging Sport and State Series 

A complicated issue has arisen regarding the IHSA support for the sport of lacrosse. The IHSA will sponsor the 

lacrosse state series when 65 boys teams and 40 girls teams have agreed to participate in an IHSA state series. 

Participating rates must be achieved in both boys and girls lacrosse for the IHSA to recognize the sport.  

In previous years, the IHSA required participating teams to sign two agreements. The first was an Emerging 

Sport Agreement which bound the school to follow IHSA rules for their sports programs. The second was a 

participation agreement for the state series. In 2013, 85 boys teams signed the ESA, but only 52 teams signed 



the state series participating agreement. There are many reasons why some teams signed the ESA but did not 

sign the participating agreement (no varsity squad, funding, travel restrictions, district bylaws, etc.).  

This year, the IHSA is not requiring schools to sign the ESA. The IHSA will make a decision on December 15 based 

on the number of teams which sign the participation agreement only. As of 9/30/2013, 56 boys teams and 39 

girls teams have signed. 

If the IHSA does not sponsor the state series, it is business as usual for the IHSLA. The playoff process will remain 

the same as last year. There will be two tournaments, one for the A division (State Championship) and one for 

the B division (Lacrosse Cup). Playoffs will be seeded by ranking/vote and the highest seeded team will host the 

playoff games. The championship games will be played at a neutral site on Saturday, May 31, 2014. 

If the IHSA does sponsor the state series, the IHSLA will not host its own post-season tournament (unless some 

very unusual situations exist). The IHSA will seed the tournament geographically, the playoff games will be at 

Sectional hosting locations, and there will be only one tournament for all teams. 

Complications arise for teams which do not sign the participation agreement. They will not be allowed to 

participate in the playoffs and they may not play any participating teams during the regular season. 

More discussion will occur after December 15, 2013. 

8. Championship Games 2013 Recap and 2014 Plan  

Rich Martin thanked the New Trier coaches and staff for their excellent hosting job for the 2013 championship 

games. The event was well planned and executed professionally. 

Assuming the IHSLA runs the playoffs, the 2014 championship games will be held on Saturday, May 31. Host 

candidates must be willing to work with their athletic departments and school administrations to sponsor the 

event since the IHSLA does not have staff to organize and plan the event. Robert Morris University (Arlington 

Heights), Hinsdale Central, and Naperville North have all expressed interest in hosting the 2014 championship 

games. If there are any other groups which would like to be considered as a host, please get your name in to 

Rich Martin. Final decisions will be made in November, 2013.  

9. All Star Games 2013 Recap and 2014 Plan 

Rich Martin thanked the Chiefs Lacrosse Club for hosting the 2013 All-Star games. The 2014 All-Star games will 

be held on Thursday, June 5 at 5:30PM (B-Class) and 8:00PM (A-Class). The Chiefs Lacrosse Club has expressed 

interest in hosting the All-Star games again in 2014. If there are any other groups which would like to be 

considered as a host, please get your name in to Rich Martin. Final decisions will be made in November, 2013. 

10. Website 

The www.ihsla.org website will continue to be the primary source of information for the IHSLA. Even in the case 

the IHSA sponsors the state series, IHSA representatives have indicated they will not support regular season 

games on their website during the 2014 season. Coaches are urged to post scores within 24 hours after a 

contest has ended.  

It is still unclear how the www.ihsla.org website will be used after IHSA recognition. It is likely the coaches will 

maintain their affiliation to the IHSLA and will continue to use the www.ihsla.org website as a communications 

tool for their activities. Rich indicated his desire to try to support local advertising on the site as a source of 

revenue for the organization. 



11. Playoff Seeding Procedure for 2014 

The 2013 season was the first year the IHSLA power ratings as a seeding tool for the post-season playoff 

tournaments. It was not without controversy. The ratings seeded the A-Class tournament in such a way that the 

highest seeded team (Loyola) had a loss during the regular season to the undefeated #2 team (New Trier). These 

two teams agreed to swap positions because the seedings defied logical order. 

Rich took questions from the group and held an informal vote. The vote showed in favor of using the power 

ratings again as a seeding mechanism for the 2014 tournament despite its shortcomings. 

12. Awards 2014 – IHSLA and US Lacrosse 

Award voting for All-Conference and All-State will be the same in 2014 as it was last year. All-Conference voting 

will be done separately by the conferences, All-State voting will be done online again through the www.ihsla.org 

website. Only 42 teams voted for All-Sate last year, so Rich Martin requested more participation this year the 

teams. 

This year, the Illinois chapter of US Lacrosse will define the procedure for selecting the US Lacrosse awards (All-

American and Academic All-American). Coaches will be notified in the future when those selection processes 

and criteria are made public by the chapter president. 

13. Next Meeting – Rules Interpretation  Jan. 27, 2014 

The next meeting of the IHSLA members will be January 27, 2014. Officiating representatives will be on hand to 

explain and discuss new rules. Participation is mandatory (unless the IHSA sponsors the state series, in which 

case they will have their own rules interpretation meeting).  

14. Other Business 

Robert  Morris University is having a recruiting day for prospective student/athletes on November 2.  

The website now has secure fields for entering contact info for coaches, AD and scheduler. Please update your 

information so others can get hold of you. 

Rich Martin is looking for volunteers to become IHSLA administrators as he is getting ready to step down from his 

president’s position. 

 

 

 

Jamie Considine 

Website administrator, www.ihsla.org 


